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Introductions

Larissa McKenna & Samantha Gasson

FACT’s Humane Farming Program Team

Email Larissa: lmckenna@foodanimalconcerns.org

Email Sam: sgasson@foodanimalconcerns.org

Website: foodanimalconcernstrust.org/

Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT) is a national 

nonprofit organization that works to ensure that all 

food-producing animals are raised in a humane 

and healthy manner. 

FACT’s services to support livestock and poultry farmers include:

- Humane Farming Mentorship Program (applications available – apply by Nov 30)

- Fund-a-Farmer Grants (applications available – apply by January 10)

- Conference scholarships (ongoing)

- Customized handouts (ongoing)

- Free webinars + short courses (ongoing)



Kara Shannon
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)

Our Presenter
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Farm Animal Welfare 
Certification
1. Overview of the Guide

2. Why Animal Welfare Approved, 
Certified Humane and Global Animal 
Partnership?

3. The Business Benefit of Certification

4. The Certification Process

5. Funding Opportunities

6. Question and Answer



Overview
• Business Benefit

• Comparison Charts

• In-Depth Sections

• Farmer Case Studies

• Available Funding Sources

• Labeling Requirements



Why AWA, CH and GAP?



The Business Benefit
• Consumer Demand

• Corporate 
Commitments

• Media Focus

• Market Access

• Value-Added Product



The Certification Process
1. Do Your Research

2. Apply

3. Audit

4. Certify

5. Maintain



1. Do Your     
Research

• Look into the different 
certification options to see 
which program would be 
the best fit for your farm

• What species are 
covered?

• How much does it cost?

• What do the welfare 
standards require?

• What records do I need?



2. Apply

• Once you’re confident 
that your farm meets the 
standards of your chosen 
certification program, it’s 
time to apply!

• Applications accepted 
online or via mail

• Depending on the 
program, may involve 
an application fee

• All information from the 
application is confidential



3. Audit

• After the certification 
program receives your 
application, the next step will 
be to schedule an audit

•The cost of the audit varies 
depending on the program

• Generally, involves an in-
person visit to the farm to 
inspect procedures, facilities, 
animals and records
• Depending on the 

certification program, an 
audit of your 
slaughterhouse may be 
required as well



4. Certify

• If you successfully pass 
your audit, complying 
with 100% of the 
certification’s 
requirements, you are 
officially certified!

• Follow the appropriate 
steps to use the 
certification label and 
submit FSIS Form 7234-
1 for approval from the 
USDA



5. Maintain

• Stay on top of record-
keeping requirements

• Report any substantive 
changes in your 
farm/farming practices

• Comply with annual audit 
requirements

• Take advantage of 
marketing support and 
technical assistance 
offered by your 
certification program



Funding 
Opportunities

• Downstream Subsidies

• Non-Profit Organizations

• Federal Programs

• State Programs



Thank you!

• Any questions?

Don’t forget you can download the 
guide at aspca.org/farmcertification



Questions? 
Please type into the Q & A tab

Bar-A Ranch



Upcoming webinars
December 14: How to Use Photography to Tell Your Farm's Story

January 9: Building Soil Health With Animal Agriculture

January 17: Federal Funding Opportunities for Livestock Farmers

January 23: Rotational Grazing 101 with Steve Gabriel

Grants, Scholarships, Training, Mentorship & More!
Fund-a-Farmer Grants – applications now available! Apply by January 10, 2023

Scholarships to conferences, workshops and training events  – ongoing

Pastured Poultry Short course – free and more courses in development

Customized handouts on the nutritional benefits of food from pastured animals

Sign up for emails @ foodanimalconcernstrust.org/

Join us on social media

Connect with 

https://foodanimalconcernstrust.org/webinars/

